Proposal to extend National Data Collection (NDC) to include results from national Reading and Numeracy Tests

1. The Minister for Education and Skills announced the introduction of national reading and numeracy tests as part of a drive to substantially improve literacy and numeracy skills in Wales.

2. Timelines for development are extremely tight; the Minister has set out a clear timeline for implementation of national tests on a statutory basis from 2012/13 academic year with first testing scheduled for May 2013.

3. The NFER have been contracted to develop bespoke reading tests in both English and Welsh language. The outline requirements for the tests are attached at annex A for information.

4. It is likely that the statutory reading test will take the form of a ‘screening’ assessment, supplemented by additional, non-statutory, diagnostic assessment tools for classroom use.

5. The reading tests will generate a standardised score and reading age equivalent for each learner.

6. We are yet to invite tenders for the development of bespoke numeracy tests but are close to issuing invitations to tender. The specification will require that the numeracy tests generate a standardised score and age equivalence for each learner.

7. Learners in each of NCY 2 through 9 will take the tests as follows;

	NCY 
	Language of school
	Reading - Welsh
	Reading English
	Numeracy

	2
	English
	x
	(
	(

	2
	Welsh
	(
	x
	(

	3
	English
	x
	(
	(

	3
	Welsh
	(
	optional
	(

	4 -9
	English
	x
	(
	(

	4-9
	Welsh
	(
	(
	(


8. We wish to use the summative data for accountability and self evaluation purposes. It is proposed that data be collected as part of the NDC arrangements, at individual learner level. The following data items would be collected;

· Reading (English) standardised score

· Reading (English) age equivalence

· Reading (Welsh) standardised score

· Reading (Welsh) age equivalence

· Numeracy standardised score

· Numeracy age equivalence

Issues yet to be resolved

9. We are currently considering the options for data collection;

· collection of all results for all learners in year groups 2 to 9 years;

· collection of all results for all learners in specified year groups;

· collection of all results for all learners in specified year groups plus a sample selection from the other user groups for system monitoring; and,

· collection of a nationally statistically valid sample of data.

10. We also need to clarify the collection arrangements where learners take both an English and a Welsh language reading test.

11. It may be required to collect data on which test (there will be 2 tests each covering 2 year groups for the reading tests) and the language of the assessment.

SDF Feedback

12. Feedback is sought from MIS suppliers;

· Is it feasible to extend NDC to collect basic reading and numeracy tests data in summer term 2013?

· What issues do suppliers envisage with the proposal?

· what issues are envisaged in relation to the coverage options outlined at para 9?

· What further information is required and by when in order to provide a firm commitment to deliver functionality?

Emma Williams
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Annex A – Reading Test Requirements

The contract sets out that the tests will:
 

· assess achievement holistically by including varying elements of comprehension and higher order reading skills;

· have a diagnostic element so that teachers will be able to undertake further investigation of the strengths and weaknesses of an individual child’s attainment if appropriate;

· progress on a continuum from one year to another, longitudinally;

· be standardised and age-referenced so that they can be effectively used for identifying those children who fall outside the normal range of performance. This will allow schools to target these pupils further;

· assess literal comprehension of passages and also assess the ability to go beyond the text and to use inference, deduction and higher order reading skills;

· include word, sentence and passage completion; 

· target a variety of reading skills in the passage completion section, for example the writer’s purpose and viewpoints, the use of language, retrieval of information and inference and deduction; 

· include a wide range of genres such as texts presenting information, literary and non-literacy texts, including texts with a Welsh dimension;

· reflect the diversity of society in the twenty-first century;

· be attractive and age appropriate. If, and where appropriate, graphics and pictures will be included which also reflect the diversity of society in the twenty first century;

· take account of the standardisation population. The standardised population will be a representative sample of the wider population that is subsequently likely to take the test. This includes geographical location (north-south, urban-rural), gender, age and ethnicity; 

· be designed to assess individual, silent reading performance; 

· be designed so that they can be administered manually;

· be administered on a group basis; and 

· last no longer than 60 minutes. 
